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velopment Bank to assist in this transition
and integration. And we have pledged that
our free trade area of the Americas will not
raise new barriers to nations outside our re-
gion and will be fully consistent with the
rules of the World Trade Organization. We
have reaffirmed our commitment to make
our individual trade and environmental poli-
cies mutually supportive and to further se-
cure the observance and promotion of work-
ers’ rights.

Let me emphasize, none of us—none of
us—underestimates the hard work ahead.
But from the leaders of our hemisphere’s
largest economies to the smallest, we believe
the rewards will be great and very much
worth the effort. We believe the agreement
we have made today to launch the free trade
area of the Americas will produce more jobs,
higher incomes, and greater opportunities for
all of our people.

From here we’re going to a working lunch,
where we'll discuss issues affecting sustain-
able development. Our final session this
afternoon will focus on the steps we will take
to strengthen our democracies. | can think
of no more appropriate way to end this day,
the anniversary of the adoption of the Uni-
versal Declaration on Human Rights.

Thank you very much.

NoTe: The President spoke at 11:30 a.m. in the
Gardens at Vizcaya.
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Thank you very much, Mr. Vice President.
To my colleagues, the leaders of the Central
American nations, I am very pleased to join
you today in signing the Conjunto
Centroamericano-USA or, in shorthand,
CONCAUSA. The United States is proud to
become a partner in your alliance to promote
sustainable economic growth. This declara-
tion is the product of farsighted leadership
by the nations of Central America.

A little over a year ago, when | hosted
many of you at the White House, you pro-
posed to establish an alliance for sustainable
development. Just 9 months later you made
good on your pledge. This alliance is a re-
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markable sign of the powerful transformation
you have achieved in Central America. You
have demonstrated strength and energy in
bringing your people together to resolve con-
flicts peacefully and turning your attention
to creating new economic opportunity in
your nations.

As the Vice President said, this alliance is
already demonstrating that democracy, eco-
nomic growth, and concern for the environ-
ment are complementary goals. Now,
through CONCAUSA, all our nations will co-
operate on a wide range of concrete pro-
grams. These include supporting protected
areas from northern Guatemala to eastern
Panama, phasing out the use of lead in gaso-
line, and strengthening environmental laws
and enforcement.

We will also work to harmonize environ-
mental rules to facilitate trade and invest-
ment. And | am committed to seeking
prompt congressional passage of the interim
trade program.

Your Excellencies, the United States is
proud to join your partnership to promote
sustainable development. This is a new day
of cooperation between the United States
and Central America, and we urge other na-
tions to follow our lead. So many of the chal-
lenges we face know no borders, and we must
unite to meet them.

Now I'd like to invite to the microphone
the Secretary of the Central American na-
tions, President Figueres.

NoTe: The President spoke at approximately 5
p.m. on the East Terrace at Vizcaya. In his re-
marks, he referred to President Jose Maria
Figueres of Costa Rica.
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Thank you. Thank you, Michael, my fellow
leaders of the Americas and their families,
and to all of our distinguished guests tonight.
I know you all join me in a heartfelt thanks
to David Salzman and to our friend Quincy
Jones and all the wonderful entertainers from
all over our hemisphere who made us so
wonderfully happy tonight.



